[Congenital developmental defects negatively affecting the viability of children of Kursk region: prevalence, pattern, trends].
The distribution of and time trends in congenital defects of development (CD) influencing viability of children in the Kursk region were studied on the basis of 4517 autopsy reports for the period 1985-1994. A total of 880 children had CD (5.40%). The incidence of CD in towns (6.38%), was higher than in country regions (4.91%), p < 0.001, being the highest in the central parts of the region. Among the stillborns the specific proportion of congenital defects was 14.53%, perinatal deaths occurred in 16.96%, deaths during the 1st year of life in 22.10%. The percentage of multiple congenital defects, the defects of cardiovascular system, developmental anomalies of digestive system, the defects of central nervous system and organs of sense was 39.77, 27.16, 10.11 and 8.30, respectively.